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Sonoma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency  
Advisory Committee Meeting 
DRAFT MEETING SUMMARY  

 

SVGSA AC Mar. Meeting Summary 03-27-2018 

Meeting date/time: March 13, 2018 I 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Location: Valley of the Moon Water District Office, 19039 Bay Street, El Verano  
Contact: Dan Muelrath, Valley of the Moon Water District General Manager (Interim GSA Administrator) 
Email: dmuelrath@vomwd.com I Phone: (707) 996-1037 
 
MEETING RECAP 
• Dan Muelrath, Sonoma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency (SVGSA) Interim Administrator 

conducted a Roll Call, and Fred Allenbach, SVGSA Advisory Committee Chairman welcomed all 
attendees and kicked off the third SVGSA Advisory Committee meeting.  

• Advisory Committee Members received updates from Dan Muelrath, Interim Administrator on the 
Sonoma Valley GSA activities, Jay Jasperse provided updates on Sonoma county Water Agency 
SGMA activities, and Tim Parker gave an update on statewide legislative and administration 
activities. 

• The previous meeting summary for February 2018 was approved conditional upon incorporating 
Advisory Committee Member comments to finalize and post. 

• Marcus Trotta, Sonoma County Water Agency provided a review presentation on the state Basin 
Boundary Modification Process, regulatory requirements and local basin considerations. The 
Advisory Committee discussed possible options and areas for Sonoma Valley groundwater basin 
boundary modifications and Advisory Committee members came to consensus that it is appropriate 
to defer modification of basin boundaries to a later date. 

• Ann DuBay of the Water Agency briefed the Advisory Committee on plans for the community 
meeting the following afternoon/evening on the fee/rate study, and Dan Muelrath provided an 
overview of the proposed SVGSA budget upon which the fee/rate study is based. 

• Public comments were received and discussed. 
• Orientation to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

Regulations and GSP Work Plan was deferred to the next Advisory Committee meeting due to a lack 
of time. 

 
Summary of Action Items 

Action Item Responsible Party Deadline 
Provide detailed SVGSA Budget 
to Advisory Committee 

Staff March 2018 

Advisory Committee to solicit 
and receive input on fee/rate 
study from constituent groups  

Advisory Committee Members April 2018 

Provide briefing on ASR Pilot 
Project and AquaShares  

Staff April 2018 

Update 2017-2018 Advisory 
Committee Work Plan and 
Schedule 

Staff  April 2018 

 
Next Meeting: April 10, 2018, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., Valley of the Moon Water District 
 
Sonoma County Groundwater Website: http://www.sonomagroundwater.org/pv/ 
 
MEETING SUMMARY 
Roll Call, Agenda Review 

mailto:dmuelrath@vomwd.com
http://www.sonomagroundwater.org/


SVGSA AC Mar. Meeting Summary 2 03-16-2018

Dan Muelrath, SVGSA Administrator and General Manager of the Valley of the Moon Water District, 
opened the meeting by conducting a roll call of Advisory Committee members. Feed Allenbach, SVGSA 
Chairman then reviewed the meeting agenda. 

The public was provided an opportunity for comment at the beginning of the meeting – no comments 
were received. 

Approval of Previous Meeting Summaries 
The Advisory Committee approved the February meeting summary as final posting on the website, 
conditional with corrections which were subsequently incorporated. Advisory Committee members 
asked for a detailed budget and scope for the work plan and requested an updated Advisory Committee 
member list and contact info. 

Updates 
Dan Muelrath reported that the Valley of the Moon Water District will not provide the SVGSA 
Administrator as an in kind service in fiscal year 2018-2019, but instead has decided to provide funding 
to the SVGSA. The SVGSA will need to find another Administrator, and some options include SVGSA 
contracting with an outside consultant, or one of the member agencies could hire a person to be 
Administrator on behalf of the SVGSA. Dan will stay on as the SVGSA Administrator through the end of 
the fiscal year, June 30, 2018. 

The Advisory Committee reqested a copy of the detailed SVGSA budget, for comparison between the 
three Sonoma County SGMA basins and so that they are informed enough to discuss budget details with 
members of the public when asked. 

A community workshop is planned for 5:30PM to 7:30Pm on March 14th to provide information on the 
fee/rate study and to receive public input. The Advisory Committee should be going out to their 
constituent groups to provide information and to receive input on pertinent items covered at the 
Advisory Committee meetings. 

Jay Jasperse provided an update on the following Sonoma County Water Agency SGMA and technical 

•

•

•
o

o

o

The public comment period on the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) grant funding closed on 
February 28th, and wile no formal notice has been provided by the California Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) as yet, optimistically they expect to hear something in April and anticipate 
receiving all or nearly all of the amounts requested in the grant applications submitted for the three 
Sonoma County SGMA basins
Notices of Preparation of GSPs were filed by the GSAs with DWR for the three Sonoma County 
SGMA basins as required by the new groundwater law
A short-term aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) pilot test is starting next week in the Sonoma Valley

4 month pilot test will recharge approximately 12 to 15 acre-feet of Russian River potable 
drinking water from the Water Agency delivery system, which is the same water delivered to the 
City of Sonoma and Valley of the Moon Water District for providing local customers drinking 
water
The full project is not yet funded, and this is a pilot test to collect more information on the 
viability of a larger scale, long-term ASR project, which would use winter time surplus Russian 
River potable drinking water and conveyance capacity during
The additional ASR groundwater supplies could be used to recharge the basin, and help mitigate 
groundwater level declines and saline water intrusion

related activities: 
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o Some Advisory Committee members expressed some concerns about the project regarding the 
potential for emerging contaminants and the high quality of groundwater in the basin; the 
Water Agency has conducted a series of studies over a number of years to ensure groundwater 
is protected from adverse impacts and the pilot is a small amount of water  

o Staff will brief the Advisory Committee on the project next Advisory Committee meeting  
 
Tim Parker highlighted several items in the legislative and policy update (handout): 
• DWR Data, Tools and Reports – continuing improvements and data is being added to interactive 

maps, modeling codes and applications, climate change info, and other resources – be sure to 
visit “Related Pages” at the website bottom, which includes links to Land Use Surveys, 
Agricultural Drainage, Groundwater Data websites, Other DWR Portals including CEDEX, CIMIS, 
WDL, CASGEM and GIS Mapping Sites. 

• New report from UC scientists suggests WaterFix could help save native fish species  
• The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) adopted regulations for water quality and 

other requirements for augmenting reservoirs treated recycled water – SWRCB is also working 
on regulations for direct potable reuse  

• SWRCB extended the comment period for permanent regulations to prohibit wasteful water 
uses Projects healthy one time surplus – proposes to put $3.5B into a rainy day fund bringing it up 
to $13.5 B two years ahead of schedule 

• Assembly Budget Subcommittee 3 will hear the Governor’s Budget trailer bill language 
tomorrow on establishing the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Program and Safe and 
Affordable Drinking Water Fund with a one-time $4.7 M loan from the Underground Storage 
Tank Cleanup – this includes fees on fertilizer use and dairies and a controversial statewide 
public goods charge on water 

• AB 2649 Arambula – groundwater recharge – would state the intent of the Legislature to enact 
legislation to increase groundwater recharge statewide  

• SB 919 Dodd – water resources -  stream gages – would require DWR, SWRCB, Department of 
Fish and Wildlife and Central Valley Flood Protection Board to work together with stakeholders 
to prioritize the deployment of stream gages based on data gaps 
 

Basin Boundary Modification Local Considerations – Marcus Trotta, Sonoma County Water Agency 
Marcus Trotta provided a review and updates to the Basin Boundary Modification presentation. 
DWR has indicated that basins boundary modification requests can be submitted through June 30th. The 
SVGSA Board had asked the Advisory Committee to provide a recommendation if possible for the March 
26th Board Meeting in order for there to be time to consider a submittal if appropriate. The next 
opportunity to modify the basin boundary will be in 2023 according to DWR. 
Two options for basin boundary modifications were discussed with pros and cons outlined in the 
presentation: 
1) Expand the Sonoma Valley groundwater basin to the north to include the southern portion of the 

Kenwood basin 
− Based on available groundwater level data, groundwater flows generally south in the southern 

portion of the Kenwood basin from about Pythian Road 
− Sonoma Creek and other water courses drain south in the southern portion of the Kenwood 

basin 
2) Expand the Sonoma Valley groundwater basins in the southwest to incorporate that potion of the 

Sonoma Creek watershed consisting of the Tolay Creek drainage that is currently within the 
Petaluma Valley groundwater basin 
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There are currently no resources to develop the basin boundary modification document, so the SVGSA 
would have to come up with the resources in order to move forward with the work. 
 
The Advisory Committee considered a number of questions and issues in discussions regarding whether 
or not to recommend either or both options for basin boundary modifications: 
• This is the third meeting considering basin boundary modifications 
• City of Santa Rosa could potentially divert water from the southern portion of the Kenwood 

groundwater basin  
• The Sonoma Valley groundwater model simulates flow from the Kenwood groundwater basin to the 

Sonoma Valley groundwater basin, but there is uncertainty associated with that part of the model as 
there is insufficient data in that area 

• The Kenwood area will continue to be studied through the CASGEM groundwater monitoring 
program and through the work of the Sonoma County 

• If there is funding available, groundwater monitoring could be expanded in the Kenwood 
groundwater basin 

• Groundwater levels in the southern portion of the Kenwood groundwater basin appear pretty stable 
over time, with the exception of a few deeper zone wells which show a slight downward trend 

• There is fairly substantial development planned for that area 
• Looking for ways to equate water use to population and land use 
• The majority of groundwater use in the Sonoma Valley is for agriculture and urban/domestic supply 
• The Sonoma Valley watershed needs to be considered somehow in the GSP as the watershed 

provides source water for the groundwater basin 
• Desire to emphasize the importance of land use planning in consideration of groundwater 

conditions and that Sonoma County Permit Resource Management Department should be involved  
• Need to consider monitoring and metering to provide improved understanding and reduce 

uncertainty 
• Suggest sticking with what we have as boundaries for the Sonoma Valley groundwater basin in the 

DWR Bulletin 118, and that we are not giving anything up, that the effort to develop a basin 
boundary modification document is significant and will take time away from GSP development  

• The Sonoma Resource Conservation District discussed this and thinks we have enough work to do 
without adding basin boundary modification to the list 

• The Tolay Creek area is already in a basin and has received notice, but the Kenwood area has not, 
and we need to keep our attention on it 

• Some Advisory Committee members expressed a preference not leave the southern portion of 
Kenwood basin out 

• If the Sonoma Valley aquifer system is going to be protected, need to include the whole aquifer  
• If the Kenwood southern portion included, then we should also include the Tolay Creek area – it 

could be a recharge area later 
• However, we understand that there are not any SVGSA resources identified in order to do the 

significant work it requires to develop the basin boundary modification document 
• There seems to be uncertainties not only abut the geology and groundwater connectivity, but also 

the landowners’ opinion in those two areas regarding whether they would want to be part of the 
basin and in the GSP 

• If we decide not to do it at this time, we can continue to monitor, and focus resources and effort on 
developing the GSP 

• The southern portion of Kenwood basin should not be included now, property owners have not 
been notified with regard to SGMA activities, but this portion of the Kenwood basin should be 
identified as in the Sonoma Valley groundwater basin watershed, monitored, included in discussion 
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in the GSP preparation, and if it become more obvious that it should be included in the future, 
submit a basin boundary modification request in the next round on or before 2023 

• The Advisory Committee discussed working to reach consensus and what they wanted versus 
needed, and what they could live with to reach consensus 

• The Advisory Committee developed the following consensus-based recommendation to go to the 
SVGSA Board: 
“The Sonoma Valley GSA Advisory Committee finds that the northern boundary area (Kenwood) and 
the southwestern boundary area (Tolay) are hydrologically part of the Sonoma Valley groundwater 
basin. We advise that the GSA plan to request that these areas be added to the Sonoma Valley GSA 
boundary in 2023 (or sooner if the opportunity arises), that the GSA continue to monitor and model 
groundwater behavior and groundwater uses in those areas, and that the GSA comment on land and 
water use decisions in those areas that affect groundwater in the Sonoma Valley basin.” 

 
Fee/Rate Study and Potential GSA Financing Options – Community Workshop Tomorrow March 14th 
Ann DuBay, Sonoma County Water provided a briefing in preparation on the March 14th community 
Workshop plans: 
• SVGSA Board Member Susan Gorin will provide welcome and introductions, background on Sonoma 

valley groundwater potential issues and challenges, purpose of the workshop 
• Center for Collaborative Policy (CCP) Contract Facilitator Tim Parker will discuss the agenda and 

ground rules, introduce the speaker presentations, and facilitate the workshop 
• Jay Jasperse, Sonoma County Water Agency Chief Engineer and Groundwater Plan Manager, will 

provide a high level overview of SGMA, Sonoma Valley groundwater conditions and technical needs 
to meet SGMA mandates, associated costs so far for SVGSA formation and administration and how 
to be involved in GSP development 

• Sally VanEtten, Raftelis Financial Consultants, will present on the options for regulatory fees and 
requirements, the Sonoma Valley GSA budget to complete the GSP, and preliminary funding options 

• After a brief questions and answer period, Tim will then introduce the working groups portion of the 
meeting and break everyone up into tabletop discussions, with a group leader at each table from 
the SVGSA Bapord, Advisory Committee and staff 

• Tabletop group leaders are to help explain the options for regulatory fees, and discuss pros and cons 
of each through specific questions 

• The goal is to get specific community input on how and what they think will work and what will not 
work – the community input will be summarized and taken to the SVGSA Board 

• Several SVGSA Advisory Committee members volunteered to be present at the community 
workshop and participate as tabletop working group leaders 

• There will be another public meeting, either a community workshop like this one, or a public hearing 
to consider adoption of the regulatory fees by the SVGSA Board 

 
Dan Muelrath, SVGSA Administrator, reviewed the budget for the SVGSA and GSP: 
• The SVGSA summary budget for 2017-2022, including insurance, legal services management & 

technical support, rents and leases, training and conference expenses, contingencies and possible 
repayment of member agency contributions 

• The detailed management & technical services budget including monitoring, technical support, 
community engagement, grant applications/administration, fee/rate study consulting, facilitation 
and overall SVGAS administration 

• Preliminary metrics and cost ranges for per acre, per parcel, per well, and per acre-foot groundwater 
extracted 
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• Advisory Committee members discussed having a hybrid combination of the options, which would 
come out organically during the tabletop discussions. 

• Advisory Committee members also suggested that the costs/fees be tied to accomplishment 
(preparation of GSP) and suggested adding arrows across the top of the GSP process diagram. 

 
Public comments and Advisory Committee member discussion including the following: 
• Question about how de minimis (less than 2 acre-foot per year domestic well owners) will be 

treated 
o De minimis users will be considered in the mix and will have to be regulated to be charged 

• Question about wells not currently in use by Agriculture, and whether these wells will be subject to 
charges  

 
Future Potential Agenda Items 
• GSP Orientation presentation and discussion 
• Aquifer Storage and Recovery Pilot Project presentation and discussion  
• Aqua Shares presentation – several Advisory Committee members have been participating in a pilot 

program of a voluntary conservation effort called AquaShares.  
 
MEETING ATTENDEES 
Advisory Committee Members 
Fred Allebach, Sonoma County Water Agency Representative  
Helge Bruckner, Business Representative 
Jim Bundschu, North Bay Water District Representative  
Greg Carr, Sonoma County Representative 
Caitlin Cornwall, Environmental Representative 
Norman Gilroy, Rural Well Owner 
Ken Johnson, At Large Community Representative 
Craig Lichty, Valley of the Moon Water District 
Sue Smith, Sonoma County Resources Conservation District 
Mat Stornetta, Agricultural Interest 
 
Staff 
Dan Muelrath, Interim Administrator 
Ann DuBay, Sonoma County Water Agency 
Jay Jasperse, Sonoma County Water Agency 
Marcus Trotta, Sonoma County Water Agency 
Tim Parker, Center For Collaborative Policy Facilitator 




