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Sonoma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Board Meeting 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
Date: June 1, 2020 

Time: 4:00 p.m. 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/140761029 

Toll Free: 1 (866) 899-4679 
Access Code: 140-761-029 

www.santarosaplaingroundwater.org 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
Chairwoman Susan Gorin called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m. Directors Gorin, 
Hundley, Mulas, Prushko, Rabbitt and Sangiacomo were present. Also, in attendance 
were Ann DuBay, Administrator; Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager; Marcus Trotta, Technical 
Staff; Scott Morris, Legal Counsel; Andrea Rodriguez, Outreach; Fred Allebach, Sonoma 
Valley Advisory Committee Chairman; Tim Parker, Sonoma Valley Advisory Committee 
Facilitator; Simone Peters, Administrative Aide (recording minutes). 

2. Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the Board 

No public comment. 

3. Action Items 
a. Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Member Agency Contributions: Consider approval of 

Member Agency Contributions. 

Proposed member agency contributions would provide $235,000 toward Fiscal Year 2020-
21 Budget (approved on March 23). 

Questions/Comments 
Director Sangiacomo – I notice that North Bay and Sonoma RCD contributions are different 
than Petaluma. Why is it different this time compared with other years? 

Ann Dubay – Sonoma and Petaluma Valley have been virtually the same over the years, 
until now. The pace of the GSP is a little slower in Petaluma, it is a simpler basin and 
they have less Advisory Committee meetings. Petaluma Valley has significant carry-
forward revenues. Sonoma Valley has higher expenditures this year. DuBay is hoping 
that next year both agencies will have lower contributions. 

No public comment. 
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Director Mulas moved to approve the fiscal year 2020-21 Member Agency Contributions as 
presented, Director Hundley seconded. Motion passed unanimously 6-0-0. 

b. Facilitation Services Agreement: Consider entering into an agreement with 
Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency to provide practitioner’s 
working group facilitation services to Sonoma Valley GSA. 

Through Proposition 68 grant funds, the three Sonoma County GSAs will jointly convene 
two practitioner’s working groups to help better develop data and projections for future 
rural residential water use and future agricultural water use. A third working group 
(divided into two subgroups) will focus on groundwater-dependent ecosystems and 
groundwater-surface water interconnections. 

The facilitation costs will be split equally between basins. Two of the three work groups will 
be facilitated by Sam Magill, from the Consensus and Collaboration Program through 
contracts with Petaluma Valley GSA and Santa Rosa Plain GSA. This item would allow the 
Petaluma Valley GSA to invoice the Sonoma Valley GSA for its one-third share of the 
facilitation costs. 

Questions/Comments 
No questions from the Board. 
No public comment. 

Director Rabbitt moved to approve entering into an agreement with Petaluma Valley 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency to provide practitioner’s work group facilitation 
services as presented, Director Mulas seconded. Motion passed unanimously 6-0-0. 

c. Legal Services Contract: Consider amending the contract for general legal services 

This item would amend the contract with general legal counsel Kronick, Moskovitz, 
Tiedemann & Girard to: extend the contract through June 30, 2022; add up to $105,000; 
and replace scope with a new scope that includes general counsel services, plus as needed 
advice on groundwater user registration program, groundwater rate/fees, Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan draft and implementation. 

Questions/Comments 
No questions from the Board. 
No public comment. 

Director Rabbitt moved to approve amending the contract for general legal services as 
presented, Director Sangiacomo seconded. Motion passed unanimously 6-0-0. 
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4. Consent Calendar 
a. Approve Minutes of March 23, 2020 Board Meeting 
b. Approve Year-to-Date Financial Report 
c. Approve Year-to-Date Member Agency Contributions 

Questions/Comments 
No questions from the Board. 
No public comment. 

Director Rabbitt moved to approve the consent calendar as presented, Director Hundley 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously 6-0-0. 

5. Directors/Subcommittee Report 
No subcommittee meetings to report. 

6. Advisory Committee Report 
Fred Allebach, Sonoma Valley Advisory Committee Chairman, mentioned that he is 
currently taking a short course on Groundwater Sustainability Plans and SGMA at UC Davis. 
He will also be attending a GRA conference next week and then report back to the 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency about the conference. The Advisory Committee is 
working through Sustainable Management criteria: groundwater levels, land subsidence 
and seawater intrusion. The SMC for groundwater levels will be revisited at next week’s 
meeting; it is complicated to set minimum thresholds and measurable objectives and peg 
that to whose interests are at stake. There are no issues with the Model and land 
subsidence. A written report is included in the packet. 

Questions/Comments 
No questions from the Board. 
No public comment. 

7. Information items 
a. Groundwater Sustainability Plan: Staff will provide an update on plan development, 

including draft Sustainable Management Criteria for groundwater levels, land 
subsidence and seawater intrusion 

Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager, started by presenting the meeting calendar and GSP related 
activities; he mentioned it is a very busy time in terms of the process so one additional 
Advisory Committee meeting has been added to the annual schedule to cover content. 

Mr. Jasperse then gave an overview of the current Groundwater Sustainability Plan 
activities: groundwater flow model and water balance (budget); representative monitoring 
point network; and sustainable management criteria (SMC) for groundwater level decline, 
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land subsidence, and seawater intrusion – all in progress. The water quality SMC and 
depletion of interconnected surface water are both in the preliminary stages of 
development. The sixth SMC, reduction of groundwater storage, is pending water balance 
and SMC development. 

Marcus Trotta, Technical staff, followed with technical details of the Sustainable 
Management Criteria for groundwater level decline, land surface subsidence, and seawater 
intrusion. 

Questions/Comments 
Director Mulas attended the meeting by phone only so could not see the slides. Director 
Gorin asked Ann DuBay and Marcus Trotta to arrange a call with Director Mulas to explain 
the slides in more detail. 

Director Sangiacomo and Director Rabbitt – Requested that maps be enlarged, and PDFs 
sent to the Board. 

Director Prushko – Asked if all the Groundwater Sustainability Plan work done to-date is 
funded by Proposition 68. 

Ann DuBay – No, the work that Marcus Trotta has done so far has mainly been funded 
by Proposition 1. 

Mr. Trotta continued with his presentation covering the Proposition 68 Grant. The main 
activities are the installation of deep monitoring wells; a geophysical survey to characterize 
brackish water extent; database improvements (Permit Sonoma); a rural residential 
groundwater user outreach program; and practitioners’ workgroups. 
No public comment. 

b. Agency Insurance: Staff will provide an update on the Agency’s insurance 
premiums and options for moving forward. 

Ann DuBay explained that prior to formation of the GSA, staff researched options for general 
liability insurance. They found three insurance options for small special districts and joint 
powers authorities: Association of California Water Agencies’ (ACWA) JPIA, the Special District 
Risk Management Authority and Golden State Risk Management Authority (GSRMA). The ACWA 
JPIA option requires that the insured is a member of ACWA. ACWA provided deeply discounted 
memberships of $750 annually to new GSAs in 2017 and 2018. In 2019, the discount ended, and 
the GSA now pays the normal ACWA membership fee, based on the annual Agency budget. 
While the JPIA premiums are lower than GSMRA’s annual premiums, when the ACWA 
membership is added to premium costs, Sonoma Valley is now paying significantly more than 
Petaluma ($4,484 annually versus $2,250). Staff has begun researching other options (GSRMA 
and the Special District Risk Management Authority) and – depending on findings – proposes to 
bring back to the Board at its July meeting a resolution or letter to formally resign from the JPIA 
on September 30, 2021. 
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Questions/Comments 
Director Mulas said she was supportive of staff doing a little more research and then 
coming back to the Board with findings. 
No public comment. 

8. Administrator, Plan Manager and Legal Counsel Report 
Ann DuBay said the Administrator report is in the packet and mentioned a Community 
Meeting is scheduled for July 20. The meeting is intended to go over the basics of the 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan. 

Jay Jasperse said they are continually monitoring operations - staff and consultants - given 
the Covid-19 situation; currently everyone is healthy. In terms of working with the Advisory 
Committee, one meeting has been added. Moving forward, the aim is to cover less topics 
with shorter presentations per meeting allowing more time for discussion. They are 
submitting more written materials and requesting feedback by email aiming to improve 
interaction and efficiency. 

Scott Morris, Legal Counsel thanked the Board for the contract extension. He is looking 
forward to the continuing work on the Groundwater Sustainability Plan. He also noted the 
extensive progress made by the Advisory Committee and congratulated the Board for their 
agency being ahead of many, if not most, other GSAs with their Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan. 

Questions/Comments 
No questions from the Board. 
No public comment. 

9. Adjournment 
Chairwoman Gorin thanked everyone for attending. The meeting adjourned at 5:38 p.m. 
The next meeting, most likely a virtual meeting via Zoom, will take place on July 27 at 
4:00 p.m. 
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