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Sonoma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Board Meeting / Public Hearing

Meeting Minutes 
December 6, 2021, 4:00 p.m. 

http://sonomavalleygroundwater.org/ 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
Chair Gorin, called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m. She asked Ann DuBay, Administrator, to
conduct roll call. Directors Ding, Gorin, Abelli-Amen (Alternate for Director Mulas), Rogers, and
Sangiacomo were present. Director Rabbitt joined at 4:42 p.m.

2. Consider Emergency Resolution 005-2021
Ann DuBay explained that Governor Newsom’s Executive Order for Emergency Meetings expired on 
September 30th. Since then, if the Board meets virtually, it needs to declare an emergency and pass 
a resolution which lasts for 30 days. So, for any meetings through January 5, 2022 the Board needs 
to pass Resolution 005-2021 to allow this meeting and the Public Hearing to take place remotely. 

Director Sangiacomo moved to approve Emergency Resolution 005-2021 as presented, Director 
Ding seconded. Motion passed unanimously 5-0-1. (Director Rabbitt absent). 

Roll call Vote: 
Director Ding – aye 
Director Gorin – aye 
Director Mulas – aye 
Director Rabbitt – absent 
Director Rogers – aye 
Director Sangiacomo - aye 

3. Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject
matter jurisdiction of the Board

None. 

4. Consent Calendar
A. Minutes, October 25, 2021
B. Year-to-date Financial Report
C. Year-to-date Member Agency Contributions
D. Approve extension of contract with Pisenti & Brinker, LLP for audit services for $6,000 to

conduct Fiscal Year 2021-21 audit
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No questions or comments. 

Director Ding moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, Director Abelli-Amen 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously 5-0-1. (Director Rabbitt absent). 

Roll call Vote: 
Director Ding – aye 
Director Gorin – aye 
Director Mulas – aye 
Director Rabbitt – absent 
Director Rogers – aye 
Director Sangiacomo - aye 

5. Directors/Subcommittee Report
Rural Community Engagement: Director Sangiacomo said he was waiting for the final report which
should be available prior to the February Board meeting.
Rate and Fee Study: Director Ding said that the liaisons met with the consultant in early December
regarding options. A comprehensive report will be available at the February Board meeting.
No public comment.

6. Advisory Committee Report
No report. 
No public comment. 

7. Public Hearing to Consider Adoption and Submission of the Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the Sonoma Valley Subbasin to comply with the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA)

Background: This hearing is to consider the adoption of a GSP covering the Sonoma Valley Subbasin 
(DWR Bulletin 118, Groundwater Basin 2-002.02) pursuant to SGMA. (Cal. Water Code sections 
10720-10737.8 et seq.) SGMA authorizes a local agency overlying a groundwater basin to serve as a 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for that Subbasin. The Sonoma Valley GSA (SV GSA) 
overlies all portions of Subbasin 2-002.02 in order to sustainably manage the groundwater resources 
of the Subbasin. On June 8, 2017 the SV GSA became a GSA for all portions of Subbasin 2-002.02 in 
order to sustainably manage the groundwater resources of the Subbasin. SGMA further authorizes a 
GSA to adopt and implement a GSP. Development of the GSP included over 60 public meetings, 
input from an advisory committee, and outreach to stakeholders, disadvantaged communities, 
environmental organizations, rural well owners, and local governments. 

Ann DuBay explained that the Board, Advisory Committee, and many members of public helped 
develop the Groundwater Sustainability Plan that we will be talking about today. Jay Jasperse, Plan 
Manager, and Marcus Trotta, Technical staff will provide details that led us to this point before we 
take public comments. The Board will then have an opportunity to weigh in and consider adoption 
of the Plan. 
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Chair Gorin opened the Public Hearing at 4:15 p.m. for consideration and possible adoption of the 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Sonoma Valley Subbasin. 

Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager provided an overview and background on SGMA, as well as the GSP 
requirements and development. 

Marcus Trotta, Technical staff, presented the timeline of the development of the Plan and listed the 
sections of the Plan by number and title. He recapped that the sustainability goal is to adaptively 
and sustainably manage, protect, and enhance groundwater resources, while allowing for 
reasonable, and managed growth. Trotta then provided an overview of the key components of the 
first five years of GSP implementation. Lastly, he covered next steps for GSP finalization. 

Public Comment 
Fred Allebach – The Advisory Committee unanimously recommends approval of the GSP. Allebach 
confirmed the Board took all the advice of the AC except for one small item related to 
Interconnected Surface Water. The AC members are looking forward to staying involved to watch 
the projects and management actions and give feedback that they are well positioned to give. 

Tom Conlon – My understanding is that some of the Central Valley Plans were deemed inadequate. 
What specific shortcomings were identified by the state in those Plans and is there any risk of this 
happening to our Plan? I have also heard anecdotally, that at least one of our supervisors (present 
company excluded), is under the impression that the water forecast modeling indicates no 
significant deficits, for at least the near-term future. Will there be any more outreach to key decision 
makers to ensure there is no misinterpretation of research? 

Jay Jasperse – Some of the reasons the Central Valley Plans were deemed inadequate were that 
they made assumptions about the availability of state water and ability to recharge future 
water. The Department of Water Resources (DWR) felt there wasn’t enough coordination, and 
the assumptions needed a little more work. Sonoma Valley is different, we aren’t part of the 
state water project and do not contract water like that. I don’t think there is a risk on that issue. 

Marcus Trotta – Some other areas of deficiency noted by DWR were related to Sustainable 
Management Criteria (SMC), specifically for the chronic lowering of groundwater levels. DWR 
felt that some of the Plans didn’t adequately identify how the Minimum Thresholds were 
protective of shallow well owners, particularly, domestic well owners. We feel our Plan has a 
good approach: we utilized our well log database and made sure that the Minimum Thresholds 
we set for the chronic lowering of groundwater levels accounted for known information on the 
depths of wells near our monitoring points. One other deficient area in other GSPs was related 
to Interconnected Surface Water (ISW) – some basins stated they don’t have ISW and didn’t 
create SMC for that criteria. We had practitioner expertise to help with our Plan. We admit 
there are some data gaps and that is acknowledged in the Plan. ISW is one of our main areas of 
focus in the Implementation Plan.  

Holly Roberson – Provided clarification that DWR hasn’t rejected any Plan. They notified some of 
the GSAs that they lacked certain details on some issues and need to provide additional 
information.  



Jay Jasperse – SGMA is clear that the authority of the Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
extends to the basin or subbasin. The GSA does not have jurisdiction over the upland areas. 

Member of Public by phone, representing the Primarywaterinstitute.org – When will the plans 
extend into the Urban Wildlife Interface outside of the basin? I understand the fees will be 
calculated next year. We are all concerned about the money being spent on the Plan, and the 
inability to forecast out the Plan to the dates that are in the Plan. Are there other communities using 
those dates that the state required – 2040 and 2070 or are those dates what the state has required 
you to umbrella, the Plan under? I don’t see how it is predictable, it is far-fetched. There are areas 
where water is renewable, why hasn’t it been evaluated? 

Ann DuBay – The fee consultant work is just getting underway. There is one liaison appointed 
for each GSA. The consultant will bring options to the Boards in February and there will be a 
series of Community meetings in the spring to discuss options and next steps. Depending on 
how it goes, there could possibly be a Board decision on the fee option in the late spring or early 
summer. 

Director Gorin – There will be public notices about this. 

Jay Jasperse – The dates 2040 and 2070 dates are explicit in the statute of the law and not set by 
us. FIfty years is a long time in the future, so we use the best information available to us today. 
There will be regular 5-year updates, it is an adaptive approach. 

Holly Roberson – There will also be in an opportunity for the public to comment during the DWR 
comment process once the Plan is submitted. 

Nancy Kirwan (chat) – Five years is a long period of time for updates. A drought of that length will 
deplete groundwater resources perhaps irretrievably. 

Board Comments 
Director Rogers – I think it is an excellent Plan; the contents are staggeringly complex. There are 
many comments related to the projects versus demand-side analysis. There needs to be a robust 
discussion at the beginning of the year, related to spending on the voluntary and the demand side 
versus some of the projects that are capital intensive and cost a lot of money. $80,000 is not enough 
money to develop a robust Plan. I appreciate all the efforts; it is a very strong Plan and lots of work 
went into it. 

Director Gorin – How much room is there to focus on the demand side as well as the water 
projects? 

Marcus Trotta – There is plenty of room. The demand side is one of the first projects; we 
recommend starting with a voluntary approach and doing an assessment of what are the best 
tools available. What is working, what can be leveraged? On the policy options side, the 
Advisory Committee members had similar concerns to Director Rogers, so we made a 
management action to study future policy options for the GSA Board to consider. There will be a 
lot of future discussion on those items. 
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 Director Gorin –We will have the ability to not only look at specific projects for recharge and 
maybe drill more monitoring wells, but we will have to look at what is conceivably the least 
expensive option of water conservation. 

Director Abelli-Amen – A note regarding the chat comment about five years being a long time – the 
Plan will not be forgotten, it will have ongoing evaluations on a continual basis and  it will be 
updated every five years based on the evaluations. 

Director Sangiacomo – I would like to publicly thank all staff for their hard work on the Plan. I think 
we can all admit that the Plan is not perfect, or even complete yet, but it's a great framework. I 
remain optimistic and support the Plan. 

Director Rabbitt – After five years of getting together and working through this in a very transparent 
way and all the involvement, it is an iterative process, it will continue to evolve. I also believe the 
Plan will continue to improve as we evolve and gather more information. It is about time we took 
this step in California.  I believe it is a good thing for Sonoma County. 

Director Gorin – This is our first GSP, not the last, it will be updated, we will continue to monitor the 
data. Thank you to everyone for voluntarily monitoring wells. Once again, thank you to our Advisory 
Committee members and our incredible staff. 

Director Gorin closed the Public Hearing at 5:19 p.m. 

8. Public Hearing Action Item:

Groundwater Sustainability Plan: Consider and vote on adoption of Resolution 006-2021 to
adopt the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the Sonoma Valley Subbasin and authorize
the Plan Manager and Agency Administrator to submit the GSP to the California Department of
Water Resources.
Director Gorin – I think it's appropriate that we now have a motion and a second to adopt the
Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Sonoma Valley Subbasin and authorizing the Agency
administrator and Plan manager to submit the Groundwater Sustainability Plan to the California
Department of Water Resources.

Director Rogers moved to approve Resolution 006-2021 to adopt the Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan for the Sonoma Valley Basin and authorize the Plan Manager and Agency Administrator to 
submit the GSP to the California Department of Water Resources, Director Rabbitt seconded. 
The Plan was adopted unanimously as presented 6-0-0.  

Roll call Vote: 
Director Ding – aye 
Chair Gorin – aye  
Director Mulas – aye 
Director Rabbitt – aye 
Director Rogers – aye 
Director Sangiacomo – aye 
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Public Comments 
Timothy Parker, Parker Groundwater (chat) – Congratulations to all! And now the work really 
begins! 
Ken Johnson (chat) – Thanks to the Board for supporting the future of groundwater sustainability in 
the Sonoma Valley! 

Tom Conlon (chat) – Happy holidays to all! 

9. Information Items:
None. 

10. Legal Counsel, Plan Manager and Administrator Report
The Plan and Administrator report are in the packet. No Board or Public comments. 

11. Adjournment
Director Gorin wished everyone safe holidays and adjourned the meeting at 5:22 p.m.

Meeting Attendees 
Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager 
Marcus Trotta, Technical Staff 
Mitch Buttress, Technical Staff 
Andy Rich, Technical Staff 
Nathan Baskett, Technical Staff 
Andrea Rodriguez, Outreach Staff 
Ann DuBay, Administrator 
Simone Peters, Administrative Aide (recording minutes) 
Fred Allebach, Sonoma Valley Advisory Committee Chairman 
Ken Johnson, Sonoma Valley Advisory Committee member 
Caitlin Cornwall, Sonoma Valley Advisory Committee member 
Tim Parker, Parker Groundwater, Sonoma Valley Advisory Committee Facilitator 
Holly Roberson, Legal Counsel 
Andy Rodgers, Santa Rosa Plain GSA Administrator 
Bob Anderson, Santa Rosa Plain Advisory Committee Chairman 
Valerie Quinto, Sonoma Resource Conservation District 
Colleen Ferguson, City of Sonoma 
Oriana Hart, City of Sonoma 
Dan Mayhew, Member of Public 
Danielle D'Amour, Member of Public 
Tom Conlon, Member of Public 
Robert Burney, Member of Public 
Rick Suerth, Member of Public 
Ann McIntyre, Member of Public 
Joey Giordano, Member of Public 
Mari Emmons, Member of Public 
Chris Rooney, Member of Public 



Janice King, Member of Public 
Katherine Harkness, Member of Public 
Mary Wagner, Member of Public 
Kat Thurman, Member of Public 
Debbie Wallman, Member of Public 
Robert Aldridge, Member of Public 
Larry Davis, Member of Public 
David Graves, Member of Public 
Jay Gamel, Member of Public 
Chris Peterson, Member of Public 
Sarah Prior, Member of Public 
Shannon Kiser, Member of Public 
Nancy Kirwan, Member of Public 
Jack Sporer, Member of Public 
Angela, Member of Public 
Bill, Member of Public l 
Stacie, Member of Public 
George, Member of Public 
Steven, Member of Public 
Brian, Member of Public 
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