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Sonoma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Board Meeting

       Regular Meeting Minutes 
Date: July 26, 2021, 4:00 p.m. 

http://sonomavalleygroundwater.org/ 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
Chair Gorin, called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m. She asked Ann DuBay, Administrator, to
conduct roll call. Directors Gorin, Mulas, Rogers, and Sangiacomo were present. Also, in
attendance; Jay Jasperse, Plan Manager; Marcus Trotta, Technical Staff; Andy Rich, Technical
Consultant; Andrea Rodriguez, Outreach Staff; Simone Peters, Administrative Aide (recording
minutes); Holly Roberson, Legal Counsel; Jerry Bradshaw, Arcelia Herrera and Valerie Flores all from
SCI Consulting; Fred Allebach, Sonoma Valley Advisory Committee Chairman; Tim Parker, Parker
Groundwater.

2. Public comment on matters not listed on the agenda but within the subject
matter jurisdiction of the Board

None. 

3. Consent Calendar
A. Minutes, June 28, 2021
B. Year-to-date Financial Report
C. Year-to-date Member Agency Contributions

No public comment. 

Director Rogers moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, Director Mulas seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously 4-0-2. (Directors Ding and Rabbitt were absent). 

Roll call Vote: 
Director Ding – absent 
Director Gorin – aye 
Director Mulas – aye 
Director Rabbitt – absent 
Director Rogers – aye 
Director Sangiacomo – aye 
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4. Directors/Subcommittee Report
a. Rural Community Engagement Program

Director Sangiacomo said there will be a presentation by SCI Consulting later today in the meeting. 

b. Rate-Fee Study

Director Gorin confirmed that staff is in conversations with SCI consulting group and Larry Walker 
Associates on the scope, schedule, and budget. A full report will be available at the next Board 
meeting. 

No public comment. 

5. Advisory Committee Report
Fred Allebach – There seems to be sentiment among the Advisory Committee members to hold an
August meeting to get verbal narrative of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan and to discuss
recommendations; we think this would be helpful for the Board. Hopefully, we will have an August
meeting.

Questions/Comments 
Director Gorin [To Ann DuBay/Jay Jasperse] – I assume you will be able to accommodate the 
request? 

DuBay – We are planning to hold an August Advisory Committee meeting. An Outlook request 
will be sent out in the next day or two. 

No public comment. 

6. Action Items
a. Multi-level Groundwater Monitoring Wells

i. Consider approval of resolution authorizing Administrator to execute easements
with property owners

The GSA received a $1 million grant from California’s Department of Water Resources (Proposition 
68). One of the grant components is the planning, design, and installation of four multi-level 
groundwater monitoring wells drilled to up to 500 feet in areas identified as data gaps. The well 
planning, environmental analysis, design, construction, and completion is being conducted by 
Sonoma Water and its subcontractors. The wells will be owned, monitored, and maintained by the 
GSA. 

Ann DuBay said staff has been in discussions with the property owners regarding well installation 
and ongoing monitoring. The property owners are willing to sign easements with the GSA for (1) 
construction, (2) the wells and (3) ongoing access to the wells for maintenance and monitoring. 
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Because of the tight timing, staff recommends that the Administrator be authorized to sign the 
easements so they will be in place when the drilling contract is awarded. 

Questions/Comments 
Director Gorin – The County has several easements on Arnold Drive and elsewhere. In years like this 
it makes me nervous because I see the tall grasses on the easements. Presumably the County holds 
the land. We have the easement and the activity. Who is going to take charge of the grounds’ 
vegetation maintenance? 

Roberson – I believe I wrote into one of the draft easements that the property owner could still 
do vegetation management. 
Trotta – It is my recollection as well. 
Director Gorin – There is a difference between could and will or shall.  
Trotta - My recollection is that we did leave it in the drafts that the property owner would 
continue to maintain the vegetation because these events are going to be small areas over what 
are sometimes larger plots of the parcel.  
Director Gorin – I hope you will contact me or Transportation Public Works to request a crew to 
cut down the lawn on an annual basis. 
Roberson – I will double check the easement language that the vegetation management is the 
responsibility of the property owner. 
Director Gorin – Great, we don’t want the vegetation growing around the easements. 

Director Rogers – Can you use an active well as a monitoring well? 
Trotta – They are not always ideal, but we do have a voluntary monitoring program here in 
Sonoma Valley. The wells can be very useful to look at spatial trends throughout the basin. We 
need to make sure that we have a good understanding of how the wells are constructed and 
know what aquifer we're getting the information from. Also, when we go out to collect the data, 
we need to make sure that the well has not been pumping recently so the measurements we 
get are reflective of the static groundwater level measurements. They can be very useful, and in 
some cases, less expensive. 

Director Gorin – We are approving drilling monitoring wells and I assume it is in the budget. What is 
the average cost of each of the wells? 

DuBay – About $125,0000. It includes the design, construction, installation and finishing of the 
wells. 
Trotta – I think $120,000 to $200.000 is the approximate cost. They are all covered by the Prop 
68 Grant that the GSA received. 

Public Comment 
Fred Allebach (chat) – $125-$200,000 per well or for all four? 

DuBay (chat) – Per well. 
Trotta (chat) – Each well will be completed to depths of up to 500 feet with 2 to 3 individual 
casings at each well location to monitor both the shallow and deeper aquifers. 



Allebach – I am curious about the County yard. Does anyone have a map that shows the line of the 
Eastside fault? I am not exactly sure where the Eastside fault is. It seems to run right under City Hall. 

Trotta – I can send out a map. I believe that well at the corporate yard and the one further south 
near Burndale Road are both east of the Eastside Fault. 

Director Rogers moved to approve a resolution authorizing the Administrator to execute easements 
with property owners, Director Mulas seconded. Motion passed unanimously 4-0-0. (Directors Ding 
and Rabbitt were absent). 

Roll call Vote: 
Director Ding – absent 
Director Mulas – aye 
Director Rabbitt – aye 
Director Rogers – absent 
Director Sangiacomo – aye 
Chair Gorin – aye  

7. Information Items:
a. Groundwater Sustainability Plan: Sonoma Water staff will give an update on the GSP,

and discuss Implementation Plan and budget

The Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) is due January 31, 2022. Jay Jasperse provided an 
informational update on the Groundwater Sustainability Plan including schedule, Projects and 
Management Actions scenarios, and an introduction to the GSP Implementation Plan. 

Jay Jasperse reported that the schedule has slipped a little; SMC Sections 4 and 5, were/will be 
available for review in July rather than June. Sections 6 and 7 will be combined for Advisory 
Committee review with the complete compiled document in August. A public 30-day review is 
expected in October and adopting and filing the GSP is still foreseen for December (no change from 
original schedule). That will give us time to do the filing in January. There will be an August 10 
Advisory Committee meeting to have a bigger picture discussion on the narrative of the overall Plan. 
There is a tentative August 23 Board meeting and scheduled September meetings for both the 
Advisory Committee and the Board.  

Marcus Trotta provided a status update on Projects and Management Actions. 

Jay Jasperse kicked off the Implementation Plan topic with an overview of the contents and Marcus 
Trotta provided details on the components. 

1. GSA Administration
2. Communication and Engagement
3. Routine Monitoring, Data Evaluation and Annual Reporting
4. Addressing Data Gaps
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5. Maintaining, Updating and Improvements to Model
6. Refining, Study and Implementation of Potential Projects and Actions
7. Five-Year Update to GSP
8. Five-Year Budget, Schedule, and Funding Strategy

Jay Jasperse provided preliminary mid-range five-year budget estimates for each of the components 
and closed his presentation with a list of next steps: 

• Prioritize activities and recommended studies
• Further develop descriptions of activities
• Develop cost estimates and funding strategy
• Refine implementation schedule

Questions/Comments 
Director Gorin [To the Board] – Do any Board members have plans for a longer vacation in the fall? 
I am trying to anticipate because our meeting frequency is ramping up. 

Director Mulas – I am hopeful to get away between now and the August meeting. I will also be 
away in September for some medical issues. 
Director Sangiacomo – I will be working around harvest so I will be here. 
Director Rogers – For right now, I will be here. 
Director Gorin – I will be away the 2nd week of August but otherwise will be here through 
December. [To Ann] – Could you send an email to the Board noting the GSP meeting schedule.  
Director Rogers – Will meetings be hybrid from September onwards? It makes a big difference 
for a lot of my travel. 
Director Gorin – It is my understanding that the governor’s order extends to September 30. I 
wouldn’t be surprised if it is extended given the rise in COVID again. 
Roberson – We will continue to monitor and let you know if the September 30 deadline will be 
extended. 
DuBay – The plan for now is to meet in person starting in October in the Valley of the Moon 
Boardroom. 

Director Gorin – The actions you describe presumably will lead us to sustainability. What happens if 
we don’t achieve sustainability? 

Trotta – That is something we will be tracking as we go. That is why SGMA was set up to be an 
adaptive management program. We do have required annual reports and five-year updates. We 
are also proposing updating the model to better assess the projects and actions as we go.  
Jasperse – Ultimately, if we have Undesirable Results and are not sustainable, the State Board 
will intervene. 

Director Rogers – The 8th Street East well, is it close to a water distribution line? 8th street East 
would like municipal water. If the piping would be put in, it could save a lot of water in the aquifer. 
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Trotta – The Carriger Road ASR well is near the golf course and Valley of the Moon has a line 
going down in that area. On the 8th Street East and scenarios east of Eastside fault, they aren’t 
near existing infrastructure. That is why they are included as Group 2 b projects.  
Director Rogers – We had person from 8th Street East ask us to supply water there, but it is too 
far for us and the City of Sonoma didn’t want to.  
Trotta – We are looking at recycled water expansion in that area as well. Our initial modeling 
was showing that ASR may be challenging in that area east of the Eastside fault, because of the 
geologic formations. 
Director Gorin – The county has had multiple conversations with property owners along 8th 
Street East about that. To provide municipal water, in an unincorporated area, it would need to 
have approval to extend utilities out to that unincorporated area and it's not going to be easy to 
do. 
Director Rogers – We could operate outside our area if we could get a pipe there. 

Director Mulas – Is Arroyo Seco near 8th Street East? 
Trotta – What we simulated is a little northeast of the corridor and more focused on the alluvial 
fan, closer to Castle Road area. 

Director Mulas – When you are talking about reducing the flow of the Baylands, injecting surface 
water, will that keep the Baylands at bay? 

Trotta – Stabilizing water north of the Baylands area helps reduce any potential brackish inflow 
into the area. 

Director Gorin – I know this whole series of information points generated conversation in Petaluma 
Valley regarding the efficacy of expending this much money to implement some projects that may 
or may not be needed. Sonoma Valley is a little different, we know we have declining groundwater. 
There are some big price tags here and it makes me nervous. 

Director Rogers – It makes me very nervous. I wonder if you can soften the blow for our 
constituents by having plans that trigger no excess wells or cutting down on some of the water that 
is used. What are the alternatives? I think it deserves alternatives. If you don’t have the money, and 
you don’t have the money for the projects and need to self-sustain it, how do you it? One of the 
ways is that you stop wells. 

Jasperse – One of the projects we have is policy options. There are capital projects on one end 
and regulatory ones on the other. The capital costs will be financed over 30 years. 

Director Mulas – If you start talking about restricting future wells in rural areas, how do you get 
them water? Would there be a project that would allow more hook-ups? I am trying to protect 
people that are in an area that doesn’t have any other source of water. 

Director Rogers – If you have an aquifer going bad and you need to stop putting in wells and put 
in a pipeline, it might be cheaper to have pipelines rather than more wells. 
Director Mulas – I want to express my concerns for people that don’t have access to city water, 
protecting property values, etc. 
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Director Gorin – That speaks to equity issues. Our county is known throughout the state as 
having a very high number of wells – rural residential, ag, and even urban. At some point, each 
property owner will have to make some hard choices. I don’t think we can continue to permit 
wells for the foreseeable future as we are doing now. Sonoma County is being sued by a 
consortium of public individuals and organizations about wells in the Russian River area. The 
Board is involved in that discussion; there are groups out there starting to say “enough”. 

Director Gorin – We haven't really talked about technology and how we could help farmers 
adopt technology, if they are not adopting technology already. I think we could be doing more 
on water conservation to spread the water we have available now. 

Director Rogers – Valley of the Moon has a permit in place for a 70-unit apartment 
subdivision and there is talk about imposing certain requirements on them to save water, 
such as gray water recovery, etc. I am opposed to that because there should be a uniform 
approach throughout the county. The GSA’s, Sonoma Water, and Permit Sonoma need to be 
at the forefront of requiring things like this. It is incumbent upon us to start looking at this. 
Director Gorin – Especially in the drought years, we are butting up against our finite water 
supplies. New homes use much less water than older homes. I don’t know where the urban 
providers are with some of the conservation strategies but it all should be part of the 
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies’ GSP. 

Public Comment 
Allebach (chat) – 8th East, major tensions with city UGB and sphere. 

Allebach – I forgot to mention in my Advisory Committee report that Ann DuBay had arranged a 
meeting with the Sanitation District and Sonoma Water staff, about the Cargill salt ponds and 
possible recycled water sources. As a result of that meeting, it came out that there could possibly be 
600 acre-feet extra recycled water annually, but it would need to be stored so that ties into this 8th 
Street East project. I think that would be a critical project.  

Director Gorin – I think all of that is fair game for the Groundwater Sustainability Agency GSP. 

b. Rural Community Engagement: Update on focus group feedback, project timeline and
messaging.

Andrea Rodriguez shared the results from the Rural Community Engagement Program focus groups 
that were conducted in late April/early May. The information provided by the survey and focus 
groups is being used to develop an engagement campaign that will be deployed in August or 
September. 

Questions/Comments 
Director Sangiacomo – There weren’t too many surprises in the focus group results. I look forward 
to getting the final document. 
Director Gorin – I think we all know the state of our valley. When will we have a firmer 
understanding about attitudes? 

Rodriguez – Soon. 
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Director Rogers – One thing in the SGA presentation bothers me, the question about political 
affiliation. I suggest we don’t put things like that in a survey like this. 

Rodriguez – I can get clarity from Michelle Struthers on how they got that information. 
Director Gorin – It is a typical question from surveyors to understand where the attitudes might 
be coming from. 
Jerry Bradshaw – I don’t think this was asked, mentioned, or discussed in the focus groups. I 
think it came from data we had on who the respondents were. We did want to make sure we 
didn’t bias one way or the other. 
Director Mulas – I agree with Director Rogers, I strongly disapprove of political affiliation with 
this. 

Public Comment 
Fred Allebach – It said Sonoma Valley had six people, only six responded? 

Rodriguez – This was the focus group, after everyone filled out the survey, they had an 
opportunity to volunteer for a focus group. The consultant invited six people to create a 
balanced group that was more conversational, it was really to tell the stories behind the survey. 
Bradshaw – This is just to put some personal stories against the data that we already collected 
during the survey phase. 
Director Mulas – Given only six in the Sonoma Valley focus group, what kind of representation 
was there? If I am to interpret what was presented, it appears as though there's a specific bias 
against agriculture and agricultural use of water with maybe a lack of knowledge as to what 
agriculture does to protect groundwater and contribute towards recharge. Did you have ag 
representatives in the focus group? 
Rodriguez – There was one agricultural representative, the others were rural residential with 
one- to five- acre parcels. 
DuBay – There were also a specific/dedicated agricultural focus group and one specific to 
disadvantaged communities. 
Bradshaw – I think it is good information to have when it seems people aren’t well informed. 

8. Legal Counsel, Plan Manager and Administrator Report
Ann DuBay said that the Plan Manager and Administrator report are in the packet. She introduced 
Holly Roberson, Legal Counsel, who gave a brief overview of the lawsuit of California Coastkeeper 
Alliance versus Sonoma County. This is a repeat of the Scott River case, the issues are similar. 
California Coastkeeper Alliance, an environmental nonprofit, is alleging that Permit Sonoma's well 
permitting process does not adequately consider public trust resources impacts of well permitting, 
including specifically the public trust of the Russian river, its tributaries, Coho salmon, and other 
wildlife. The GSA does not need to do anything. We will continue to monitor the case and provide 
you updates. 

Director Gorin - So far, the County and the Board is not considering policy changes to the 
permitting of wells. As I said before, water is finite so we may think about how we achieve 
sustainability through the GSAs but also some alterations of policy. 

No public comment. 



9. Adjournment
Director Gorin thanked the Board members for attending and adjourned the meeting at 5:57p.m.
The next Board meeting is August 23 (tentative) and/or September 27, 2021 at 4:00 p.m.
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