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Meeting date/time: August 14, 2018 I 3:00 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. 
Location: Valley of the Moon Water District Office, 19039 Bay Street, El Verano  
Contact: Ann DuBay, Sonoma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency (SVGSA) 
Administrator I Email:  AnnDuBay@scwa.ca.gov I Phone: (707) 524-8378 
 
 
MEETING RECAP 
• Caitlin Cornwall, SVGSA Advisory Committee Vice-Chair welcomed all attendees 

and kicked off the SVGSA Advisory Committee meeting.  
• The meeting agenda and schedule were reviewed.  
• The previous meeting summary for June 2018 was approved unanimously by 

Advisory Committee Members to finalize and post. 
• Ann DuBay, SVGSA Administrator, provided a progress update on the fee/rate 

study and SVGSA funding and finance. 
• Norman Gilroy, SVGSA AC Member, provided an overview of the Water Market 

Ad Hoc report. 
• Marcus Trotta, Sonoma County Water Agency, provided an overview of the SV 

groundwater sustainability plan work plan and the annotated outline for the GSP 
sections 1&2.  

• Advisory Committee Members received updates from Ann DuBay on SVGSA 
activities, and Marcus Trotta provided updates on Sonoma County Water Agency 
SGMA activities. 

 
 
Summary of Action Items 

Action Item Responsible Party Deadline 
1) “Agendize” possible 

addition of the SVGSA 
to Permit Sonoma 
notification list for 
Sonoma Valley 
projects 

Staff October 2018 

2) Solicit absent AC 
members on meeting 
schedule 

Staff August 2018 

3) Finalize June meeting 
summary and post on 
SVGSA website 

Staff August 2018 

mailto:AnnDuBay@scwa.ca.gov
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4) Provide AC members 
revised projected 
SVGSA budget 

Staff October 2018 (post 
September 27 SVGSA 
Board meeting) 
 

5) Provide AC members 
with readily available 
resources on water 
markets, and place 
water markets on next 
AC meeting agenda 

Staff  August/October 2018 

6) Add more basin 
specific studies and 
documents including 
USGS reports to SVGSA 
website 

Staff September 2018 

7) Make the hydrologic 
analysis in the GSP 
more up to date by 
adding Permit Sonoma 
approved projects and 
metrics  

Staff  Ongoing 

8) Circulate high 
resolution PDF version 
of the land use map 

Staff August 2018 

9) Make major roadways 
easier to identify when 
looking at the various 
land use and other 
maps for ease of 
determining landmark 
and other specific 
locations 

Staff September 2018 

10) Send the work plan 
and draft annotated 
outline to AC as Word 
documents 

Staff August 2018 

11) Provide comments to 
Staff on work plan and 
draft annotated outline 
by September 15 

AC Members September 15, 2018 
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12) Provide
reprioritization
comment letter to AC
Members

Staff August 2018 

Next Meeting:  October 9, 2018, 3:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m., Valley of the Moon Water 
District 

Sonoma County Groundwater Website: http://www.sonomagroundwater.org/ 

Roger Peters, Valley of the Moon Alliance (VOTMA) follows development projects in 
the Sonoma valley. He is concerned about projects on 8th Street East (warehouse 
wineries). Individual wineries probably won’t have impact, but there could be 
cumulative and temporal impacts regarding groundwater demands. He expressed 
specific concerns because of the mapped groundwater depressions and salinity in 
that area. VOTMA has been talking to Permit Sonoma and applicants. At some point, 
interests of the SVGSA and county land use will merge regarding projects and 
groundwater use. VOTMA suggests that the SVGSA ask to be placed on 
notification/referral list for upcoming development projects being considered. Then 
the SVGSA would have the opportunity to comment. 

Agenda and Meeting Schedule Review 
AC members noted that not all the AC members are present to provide input on the 
meeting schedule, and the AC meeting schedule is not posted on the website. 

ACTION:  Staff to solicit missing AC members to ensure the calendar is agreed. 
Simone Peters, GSA Administrative Assistant, will schedule the meetings and send 
Outlook meeting requests to committee members. Staff will post meeting dates on 
website.  

The Advisory Committee had no comments. 

posting on the website. 

Approval of Previous Meeting Summaries 

MEETING SUMMARY 

Roll Call, Public Comment 

meeting. 

ACTION:  “Agendize” possible addition of the SVGSA to Permit Sonoma notification 
list for Sonoma Valley projects. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACTION: Approved the June meeting summary for final 

The public was provided an opportunity for comment at the beginning of the 

http://www.sonomagroundwater.org/
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ACTION: Staff to finalize and post the June meeting summary on the SVGSA website. 
 
 
Discussion of Rate/Fee Study 
Ann DuBay provided a status update on the rate/fee study, the decision of the 
SVGSA Board to delay implementing a rate/fee structure until the groundwater 
sustainability plan (GSP) is completed, and to instead look at continuing member 
agency contributions for SVGSA funding. There was also mention of a possible well 
registration program that the County would implement. The Board has asked 
member agency staff to renegotiate ongoing member agency contributions. There 
are funds budgeted in 2021 to analyze/calculate costs of implementing the GSP. 
 
AC Questions:  
What will the funds cover?   

Reply: Cost of running the agency plus 15% cost of GSP (Proposition 1 grant 
covers 85% of GSP costs). Staff has been working to reduce the budget. 

 
ACTION:  Staff to provide a revised projected budget for SVGSA to AC Members. 
 
 
Report from Water Market Ad Hoc 
Norman Gilroy discussed the history of the Water Market Ad Hoc, research 
conducted and summarized the Ad Hoc recommendations (see Ad Hoc Report to 
AC). In a water market, buyers and sellers trade water through short-term leases, 
long-term leases, and permanent sales of their water rights. The Ad Hoc 
recommendations were to close this phase of the Water Market’s evaluation and 
disband the Ad Hoc, and to have a consultant conduct a feasibility study of having a 
water market in the Sonoma Valley groundwater basin. 
 
AC Questions/Comments:   
What would a consultant cost for a water market’s feasibility study?  

Reply:  Ad Hoc and staff don’t know. There are discussions regarding whether or 
not grants could pay for it. 

 
Is the recommendation to disband the Ad Hoc?  

Reply:  Yes, wrap up this phase and start a new phase. 
 
AC would need to understand how water market works and why we should do it 
before we can support a feasibility study.  
AC expressed concern that water markets would drive resources to its fullest extent. 
Ad Hoc noted that the water market has a cap, and there is only so much that each 
trader can buy and sell.  
An example was discussed and AC members noted that the water market is totally 
subservient to the GSP and what boundaries it creates. 
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ACTION:  Staff to provide the AC some resources to read about water markets. 
Discuss again at the next AC meeting. Staff will look into possible 3rd party person to 
discuss with AC. 
 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACTION: Accept Water Market Ad Hoc report – Unanimous 
agreement to accept the report. 
 
 
Sonoma Valley GSP Work Plan (Section 1 & 2) and Annotated Outline:  Plan 
Area and Basin Setting 
Marcus Trotta described the purpose of the work plan and the annotated outline. 
Staff is looking for AC input on process and proposed data sources. 
 
AC Questions/Comments: 
What is being measured by monitoring? Is recent pumping noted?  

Reply:  Yes. Monitoring procedures and data sheet allow for these types of 
information to be considered. Staff noted that dedicated monitoring wells are the 
most accurate/reliable – about 10-15% of wells are dedicated. 

 
How do we account for nearby pumping?  

Reply:  This is a challenge, but anomalies get flagged and noted. 
 
Not seeing technical studies specific to the basin. Also, concerned that 1960s’ 
studies are the first mentioned. A lot of water falls in this basin and a lot to start 
with; basin used to be water-rich. 
 
ACTION:  Add more basin specific studies and documents including USGS reports to 
SVGSA website. 
 
AC recommends that we use the most accurate well monitoring devices available, 
versus hand-held manual monitoring. 
AC noted that monitoring accuracy/collection methods should be factored into 
recommendations. 
 
Where do ongoing clusters of development show up? For example, developments 
around 8th St East? How do we account for this?  

Reply:  Water budget section and sustainability recommendations will look at 
specific areas.  

 
Should collect Permit Sonoma baseline data on wells. What is the baseline year?   

Reply: In other areas of California, the baseline has been a selection of a 
minimum of 10 baseline hydrologic years (combination of dry, normal wet, etc.).  

 
What is the baseline land-use year?   

Reply:  There is flexibility in SGMA, take technical approach and bring to AC. 
SGMA doesn’t require GSAs to deal with undesirable results pre-Jan 1, 2015. 
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ACTION:  Make the hydrologic analysis in the GSP more up to date by adding 
Permit Sonoma approved projects and metrics.
AC notes that we should be able to take credit for work that BAP did (if 
appropriate), analogous to water conservation standards. 
Will there be a nexus to land use plans? 

Reply:  Yes, definitely. 

How do you look 50 years ahead and how do we address climate change? 

Reply: California Department of Water Resources has developed a resource 
guide on climate change data and guidance to address GSP requirements 
regarding a 50-year planning horizon. The Sonoma County Regional Climate 
Action Plan provides an inventory of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, strategy 
for GHG emissions reductions, and action plans for locals to implement.  

Comment:  Plan must be updated every 5 years. 

What happens when you use imported water instead of well water in future 
planning projections?  

Reply:  This could be considered as a recommended project for imported water 
or storm water or recycled water. 

Public Comment: 
How are you tracking inflows and outflows? 

Reply: Tracking through use permit issuance and required reports. For example, 
SCTA traffic demand model, which is used for issuance of use permits for 
forecasting traffic. Can do the same thing by using cities/county use permits (for 
2.4.1.3.) 

AC Comments: 
Want model that reflects current, up-to-date groundwater use data. 
Need to somehow consider recharge potential and impermeable surfaces. 
Land use map needs date of sources. Land use cover versus land use designation is a 
concern because it appears the draft land use map is not that accurate. 

Reply:  DWR does air mapping with limited ground truthing. 

AC Question: 
Is there a way to do ground truthing? 

Reply:  Use County of Sonoma Agriculture Department and Open Space District 
vegetation mapping to help reconcile DWR land use map. Would appreciate 
specific areas of concern.  

AC concern is developed land. 
How is Sonoma Developmental Center (SDC) property being handled? Is the 
property included in the plan? How do we handle this? 



Reply: Not clear how SDC property will be handled and how soon. It appears that 
the entire property is shown as “urban” land use, even the open space area of 
SDC. 

ACTION: Circulate high resolution PDF version of the land use map. 

ACTION:  Make major roadways easier to identify when looking at the various land 
use and other maps for ease of determining landmark and other specific locations. 

Public Comment:   
How does the public make comments on the land use map? 

Reply: Submit comments to Marcus Trotta. 

AC Questions: 
Will there be a review process if a landowner wants to know why his/her land is 
considered a groundwater-dependent eco-system?  

Reply:  Will compare TNC data with local data/information. 

Is there a way to notify landowners? 

Reply:  This will be an iterative process; there will be opportunities for members 
of the public to review and comment. 

How do we take into account projects that could influence undesirable results? 
Reply:  Should look at project. Hope that we can track salinity from sea versus 
geothermal or buried sediment sources, etc., possibly created by pumping. After 
this discussion, it was noted that Phase I of the work plan would be completed 
by early 2019. 

ACTION:  Send the work plan and draft annotated outline to AC members as Word 
documents. AC to provide comments to Marcus Trotta on work plan and draft 
annotated outline by September 15.  

ACTION: Provide Sonoma Water comment letter on DWR 2018 SGMA basins 
reprioritization to AC members. 

Updates 
Ann DuBay, Administrator:  the SVGSA has been working on an Auditor Request for 
Proposals (RFP), response to DRW’s proposed 2018 SGMA basin reprioritization, 
and to possible basin boundary modifications. For the upcoming SVGSA Board 
meeting, there will be a closed session for legal review, a discussion of proposed 
basin boundary modifications to deal with Napa County issue (see below- Plan 
Manager update). The rate and fee study was put on hold and member contributions 
will continue as discussed previously. Staff is planning for workshops in the January 
timeframe on GW 101 and GSP basin setting; will discuss further at next AC meeting. 
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Marcus Trotta on behalf of Plan Manager: Comments to DWR on basin 
reprioritization due on 8/20 - Staff are currently working on this and the GSP. 
Discussed Napa lowlands and discrepancy between basins and county line. The GSA 
may wish to consider a basin boundary modification at some point in the future. 

Public Comment  
No further public comment received. 
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MEETING ATTENDEES 
Advisory Committee Members 

Ann DuBay, Administrator 
Molly Oshun, Sonoma County Water Agency 
Marcus Trotta, Sonoma County Water Agency Tim Parker, Facilitator, Parker Groundwater 

Staff 

Caitlin Cornwall 
Jim Bundschu 

Norman Gilroy 

Ken Johnson 
Craig Lichty 
Matt Stornetta 

Helge Bruckner 

Vicki Hill 
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